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Since 1996, International Harvester (IH) enthusiasts have 
gathered together in April to catch up with friends and 
share their love of these old vehicles. Scouts West hosts 
the International Harvester Western Regionals (IHWR) just 
outside of Barstow, near Calico Ghost Town. We gather 
from across the country to spend a few days camping and 
honoring some of the finest trucks ever made. Some come 
to rekindle old friendships and swap lies. Some come for 
the trail runs. And some come just for the fun that can only 
be experienced the Scouts West way. 

IHWR is held north of Barstow, California at the Barstow 
KOA Campground. This is a great location that truly loves 
having us as much as we love being there. 

While this is an IH event, it is open to all vehicles. Everyone 
is welcome! We only request that you enjoy having fun, 
4-wheeling, great scenery and amazing food. The weekend 
starts with a guided trail run into the back country of the 
Calico Mountains. Not all choose a trail run, some prefer 
a more stationary day and ready their IH vehicles (truck or 
tractor) for the Show-N-Shine. After a safe return, the true 
festivities begin with a fantastic BBQ dinner, Show-N-Shine 
judging, and everyone’s favorite event – the raffle. It’s an 
opportunity to win some great prizes and there’s even a 
special one, just for the kids.

We’ve supported some great causes over the years, 
from the California Association of 4 Wheel Drive Clubs 
(CA4WDC) to Wounded Warriors. This year we have chosen 
a truly worthy cause, Royal Kids Camp (More on our 
charity group on page 2.)  

We look forward to hearing from you and thanks for 
supporting the 26th Annual IHWR. Thank you from Scouts 
West!

2023 International Harvester Western Regional’s

Schedule of events on Page 7 Continued on page 2
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“It’s not the vehicles, it’s the people”

APPRECIATION STATEMENT
THANK YOU to everyone who could 
and could not attend the 26th Annual 
IHWR Event!

All your contributions, from the purchase 
of the fundraiser t-shirts to raffle prizes, 
are so appreciated. Your help at the 
event is also very valued! Sharing the 
responsibility brings us all together as 
a community. Our goal is to make this 
event beneficial for everyone. We hope 
you all had a wonderful time and enjoy 
your goodies! Happy Wheelin’!

SCOUTSSCOUTS
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Royal Kids Camp
In 1985, Pastor Wayne Tesch saw a need to provide hope to local foster 
children in Costa Mesa, California. The result — a week-long summer camp 
was held in the mountains. The goal —  to create moments that matter for 37 
foster children ages 6-12.

From 1990 to 2008, the organization steadily grew, serving more and more 
children each year and equipping more leaders from churches around the world to be able to serve 
children in foster care. Royal Family KIDS was well on its way to realize that its ultimate mission — 
to serve every foster child, ages 6-12 — could be possible.

In 2008, Royal Family KIDS expanded to include a school year mentoring program. Together with 
camps, mentoring allows children to experience life-changing moments year-round.

As of November 2020, Royal Family KIDS officially became For The Children. This change 
acknowledges the broad reach of many of our chapters in advocacy, awareness, fostering and 
adoption, volunteer engagement and more. In nearly every U.S. state and in locations across the 
globe, For The Children chapters discover these opportunities as they implement Royal Family 
KIDS Camp and Mentoring models.Family KIDS Camp and Mentoring models.

2022 Scouts West Toy Drive
This was our third year that we had our Scouts West Toy Drive and we had a good turnout with many 
gifts for the Thomas House in Garden Grove. It was a fun event and everyone had fun driving to drop 
off the gifts. 

Special thank you to Clayton and Jade from Westside Museum for hosting our Toy Drive. They have 
a great place! We also had a few special guests Chris Stahl from Scout Motors and Jake Barba from 
Bulletproof restorations who kindly brought toys.

INTERNATIONAL HARVESTER/ SCOUT 
MILESTONES
•	 1959 - SCOUT CONCEPT INITIATED. CORPORATE 

APPROVAL GIVEN FOR SCOUT MANUFACTURE. 

•	 1960 - FIRST SCOUT BUILT!

•	 1961 - FIRST SCOUTS SOLD. FOUR WHEEL DRIVE SCOUT 
COSTS $1,948 80% OF PRODUCTION IS FOUR WHEEL 
DRIVE.

•	 1962 - JORDAN’S KING HUSSEIN BUYS FIRST SCOUT SOLD 
INTERNATIONALLY.

•	 1963 - SCOUTS USED BY NASA CONTRACTORS AT CAPE 
KENNEDY. 

•	 1964 -TURBOCHARGED VERSION OF COMANCHE 4 
CYLINDER IS INTRODUCED.

•	 1965 - ”QUICKIE CHICKIE” OF WATERLOO, IOWA BUYS 196 
SCOUT DELIVERY VEHICLES. 

	– FORD INTRODUCES THE BRONCO

•	 1966 - THE 196 CU.IN. ENGINE REPLACES THE ORIGINAL 
152 CU.IN. POWERPLANT.

	– SCOUT CHASSIS USED FOR 1931 MODEL A PHAETON 
REPRODUCTIONS. 

•	 1967 - U.S. POST OFFICE BUYS 6,745 SCOUTS WITH 4WD 
AND RIGHT HAND DRIVE

	– FIRST V-8 SCOUT BUILT FEATURING 266 CU.IN. ENGINE.

	– GM INTRODUCES THE BLAZER. 

•	 1969 - THE 304 CU.IN. V-8 IS INTRODUCED.

	– THE 232 CU.IN. SIX IS INTRODUCED.

	– THE SCOUT 800A CHASSIS IS USED FOR CUSTOM 1914 
STUTZ BEARCAT REPRODUCTION.

	– PRESIDENT NIXON’S INAUGURATION PARADE IS LED BY 
14 SCOUT 800A VEHICLES.

•	 1970 - THE SCOUT 800B WAS INTRODUCED.

•	 1971 - THE BIG 345 CU.IN. V-8 ENGINE INTRODUCED.

•	 THE 258 CU. IN. 6 CYLINDER ENGINE INTRODUCED.

	– BRINKS USES BULLET-PROOF SCOUTS TO SERVICE 
MONEY PICK UP POINTS.

	– U.S. BORDER PATROL BUYS SCOUT FLEET TO PATROL 
MEXICAN BORDER.

•	 1973 - THE 196 CU.IN. 4 CYLINDER IS DROPPED FROM 
SCOUT LINE. 

•	 1974 - ENERGY CRISIS CAUSES SCOUT TO RE-INTRODUCE 
THE 196 CU. IN. 4 CYLINDER.

•	 1975 - INTERNATIONAL DROPS LIGHT TRUCK AND 
TRAVELALL LINE. 

•	 1976 - SCOUT II IS THE OFFICIAL VEHICLE OF THE WINTER 
OLYMPICS IN AUSTRIA.

	– NISSAN 198 CU. IN.6 CYLINDER DIESEL INTRODUCED. 

•	 1977 - JERRY BOONE AND SCOUT WIN BAJA 1000 IN 
PRODUCTION CLASS.

	– THE 118 INCH WHEELBASE TERRA IS INTRODUCED. 

	– TORQUEFLITE 727 TRANSMISSION INTRODUCED. 

	– DANA 20 TRANSFER CASE AND DANA/SPICER 44 
INTRODUCED.

	– SHERMAN BALCH WINS RIVERSIDE CLASS III 4X4 RACE.

	– SCOUT SSII WAS OFFICIALLY INTRODUCED.

•	 1978 - INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPS KEVLAR COMPOSITE 
PROTOTYPE ON MODIFIED SCOUT CHASSIS.

•	 1979 - STRIKE BY UAW IDLES FORT WAYNE PLANT 172 
DAYS. 

	– SCOUTS ARE EQUIPPED WITH CATALYTIC CONVERTER, 
REVISED CARB AND IGNITION DESIGN TO MEET 
EMISSIONS REGULATIONS.

•	 1980 - SCOUT INTRODUCES A 5 YEAR/100,000 MILE 
WARRANTY.

	– SCOUT INCREASES 4 WHEEL DRIVE MARKET SHARE TO 
11%. 

	– JIMMY JONES AND SCOUT TERRA TURBO DIESEL WIN 
CLASS AT BAJA 1000.

	– DANA 300 TRANSFER CASE INTRODUCED. 

	– THE LAST OF 532,672 SCOUTS IS PRODUCED.

	– INTERNATIONAL HARVESTER CORPORATION FILES 
YEAR END LOSS OF $397 MILLION.

•	 1982 - INTERNATIONAL SELLS AXLE AND TRANSMISSION 
PLANT TO DANA CORP.

•	 1987 - SCOUTS WEST, AN ORGANIZATION DEDICATED TO 
OFF-ROAD ACTIVITIES AND TO THE PRESERVATION OF 
SCOUT AND INTERNATIONAL LIGHT TRUCKS, IS FORMED.

•	 1996 - FIRST INTERNATIONAL HARVESTER WESTERN 
REGIONAL (IHWR) EVENT HOSTED AT THE ANTIQUE FARM 
EQUIPMENT SHOW IN TULARE, CA.

FAST FORWARD…

•	 2023 - 26TH ANNUAL INTERNATIONAL HARVESTER 
WESTERN REGIONAL (IHWR) EVENT HELD IN CALICO, CA.

Thomas House 
- Transitional 
Shelter

For more than 
30-years, Thomas House 
has provided rent-free 
shelter, including food and 
supplies, for homeless 
families with children. 
In return, each parent is 
required to work full-time 
and save 80 percent of their 
income, enabling families 
to build their savings and 
learn essential life skills. 
As a result, in an average 
12 month stay, families are 
able to save a minimum of 
2 to 3 months expenses 
and transition to permanent 
housing of their own.

IHWR History: Red Power Roundup

Linda & Joe Papero wanted to start a show on the West 
Coast for IH Scouts similar to the Nationals in Ohio. They 
got the idea going with Mike Hill from Sierra Scouts. They 
attended the Red Power Roundup at the agriculture center 
in Tulare and spoke with Ira Mattheny who he invited them to 
the antique farm equipment show in April in Tulare, CA. 

Jeff and Cathy Hoselton helped organized the first IHWR 
meeting at their home with Joe & Linda along with Mike. 
Other Scout West members took over IHWR, John 
Vogelsang, Tim Dierro, Doc Steart and Vic Casserly were just 
a few. 

From 1996-2008 it was held in Tulare, CA, in 2010 it was 
moved to Calico, CA at the KOA. We wouldn’t be here 
without those original members who had the vision of 
creating IHWR. Thank you to them and the other members 
like the Volgesang’s who have kept it going strong. It takes 
a team to run this event and we have many members who 
contribute to this weekend, thank you to all who have given 
their time and effort to make this event possible. 
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Truckin’ Through the Trees
For the past 15 years, in the Fall, there has been an International Harvester gathering where an enthusiast can 
find rare and reconditioned treasures to view and enjoy at the IH Sierra Fall Rallye. Hosted by the owner of IH 
Parts America, his family and his crew, Jeff Ismail puts on a great event in Northern California. Each year this 
event has a new array of IH relics and restorations to showcase. This event, unlike the Western Regionals, is 
specific to the IH brand. It features a weekend of camping, a light trail run along the Yuba River, vehicle games, a 
show and shine lineup with awards, activities for the kids, raffles, delicious food, and an all-around great time in 
a great setting. In recent years the event has been held at the Nevada Country Fairground’s RV Campground in 
Grass Valley. Folks from all over make the trek to show off their International Harvesters. This event has a lot of 
dedicated sponsors who are still trying to keep the brand alive, with many specializing in the brand specifically. 
It is always great to see and meet members of the IH community. In the past couple years, members of the 
many chapters of Scouts West have attended the event to represent the Club and to show our support. If you 
are interested in attending a fun and relaxing family event held in the beautiful trees of Northern CA, then this is a 
great event to check out!  Find registration, reservation, and more information on their website at ihsfr.org. 

Save the date: 16th Annual International Harvester Sierra Fall Rallye is October 13-15th, 2023.

Rocktimus parked by the Scouts West tent Show and Shine Lineup in the trees

Member Spotlight
The love for the International Harvester brand seems 
to be passed down through generations. Here is yet 
another example highlighted in the story of Scouts 
West Grapevine Chapter member John Henderson.

John owns a 1980 Scout II, with a 345, 4 speed, 
that he bought a few years ago from a seller out of 
Sacramento, CA. It was a good deal but needed some 
TLC. John got to work making sure everything was 
mechanically sound and since then has put more 
work into it, doing some minor modifications but 
keeping it close to stock. John became a member 
of Scouts West Club quite a few years ago so he 
could receive updates about events and to insert 
himself into the IH network. As he worked on his new 
rig, he was in search of parts, and of course, came 
across something he needed being sold by Big John 
Vogelsang. John made the 250 mile trek from Tracy, 
CA down to Big John at the top of the Grapevine. 
This is where John’s story comes full circle, and he 
became a member of the Grapevine Chapter.

John’s grandfather was into Scouts; even purchasing 
them new from the lot when John’s mother was 
young. As John’s dad started dating his mom, he 
then found his interest and love for Scouts from his 
future-father-in-law. John recalls, from a very young 
age, his dad trading in their Toyota Pickup for his 1978 
persimmon colored Scout II, and John fell in love with 

it. Fast forward 10 years to 1995 when John was 12 
years old: he and his dad were taking the Scout to the 
Sequoias for a backpacking trip. On their way from 
Oceanside, the Scout started to have some trouble 
as they were approaching the Grapevine and pulled 
over to inspect the issue. As luck has it, Big John was 
on his way home from the south valley, spotted the 
Scout with its hood up on the side of the freeway, and 
immediately pulled over to help. Big John helped limp 
the Scout to the nearest parts store, fix the problem 
and get them back on the road, and of course invited 
them to join the Club while he was at it. John and 
his dad were able to attend a meeting, not long after 
that, when they were held at Carl’s Jr in Fullerton. 
John remembered this encounter the moment he saw 
Big John and reminisced with him while buying the 
perfect fitting skid plate kit for his new Scout II over 25 
years later.

John has now joined the motley crew of Grapevine 
Chapter, where he comes down 250 miles to make the 
monthly meetings. That shows his dedication to the 
IH brand and network. He also loves taking his Scout 
camping and off-roading. He hopes to do a bit more 
modification to increase its capability in the future. 
He enjoys attending the many IH events held here in 
California and hopes to make it to some out of state 
events soon. John gives credit to social media for 
helping him reconnect and re-invigorate his passion 
for Scouts. He hopes the future for the IH brand will 
keep receiving its long overdue recognition, and that 
the history and uniqueness becomes more recognized 
as the passionate community keep growing through 
more generations to come.

Thank you, John, for keeping the interest in Scouts 
alive!

John and his 1980 Scout II wins 3rd place for Best Offroad Class 
at IHSFR 2022

Vintage Scout West Calendars

“Troll” and “Gryphin” from Colorado’s Gryphin Race 
Team Scout IIs, circa 1998.

Sean Lipscomb having some fun in his 1976 Right 
Hand Drive Scout II, circa 1998. Dad’s 1978 persimmon colored Scout II cruzin’ the sand.
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IHWR SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
FRIDAY, APRIL 21st
8:00 am - 10:00 am: Pancake breakfast provided by 
Scouts West San Diego Chapter Donations welcome! It all 
goes back into our Charity Royal Family Kids!
9:00 am - 9:00 pm: Registration Booth Open-Pre-
Registration or On-Site Registration, Trail Run SIGN UPs, 
Meal, Shirt and Merch Purchases, Raffle Ticket Purchases, 
Show N Shine Registration and Vehicle Safety Inspections 
throughout the day-Membership info available.
ALL DAY: Vendor Row set up with our vendors providing 
goods and merchandise
10:00 am - 3:30 pm: Casual Barstow Museum Tour led by 
Fritz!
4:00 pm - RC Car Show Event Hosted by Marco at Pool 
Area-All are welcome to Participate
5:00 pm: BYOB Social Hour and Adult 4x4 Games at Stage 
Area
SATURDAY, APRIL 22nd
6:00 am - 7:00 am: Continental Breakfast: Coffee and 
Danishes with Big John Vogelsang Donated by Scouts 
West Grapevine Chapter. Grab a bite before you head 
out!

7:00 am - 8:00 am: Driver’s/Safety Meetings, Last 
Inspections and Trail Runs Departing-Check with your Trail 
Leader at Registration Booth at time of Trail Run SIGN UP 
and Vehicle Safety Inspection for DEPARTURE TIME.
7:00 am - 4:00 pm: Registration Booth Open  *Meals, 
Shirts, Merch and Last of the Raffle Tickets Sales up until 
4:00 pm*
12:00 pm - 4:30 pm: Park for Show-N-Shine in designated 
areas for judging. (make sure hoods are open)
5:00 pm-6:00 pm: Dinner brought to us by Bootsy’s BBQ 
(Armond Keys).
***FOLLOWED BY PRESENTATIONS OF RECOGNITIONS, 
TROPHY WINNERS AND OUR CONTRIBUTION TO ROYAL 
FAMILY KIDS, THEN THE PRE-REGISTRATION RAFFLE, 
KIDS RAFFLE, ADULT RAFFLE. AND OUR TRADITIONAL IH 
BONFIRE!
SUNDAY, APRIL 23rd
Goodbye Breakfast provided by Bootsy’s BBQ (Armond 
Keys). Donations encouraged!
Take one last advantage of the KOA amenities, local 
tourist spots and the beautiful desert
Please leave your campsite clean and free of any trash
Drive home safe! Thank you for attending IHWR and 
supporting the event!!

Registration Booth 

Friday Pancake Breakfast  
(In the back of the Cabins)

Vendor Row (60’s Row)

Stage Area

RC Car Show (By the Lawn)

Show-N-Shine Lineup

Trailer and Overflow area
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Founding Chapter:
2nd Thursday of the Month 
Currently researching meetingplaces, check webiste and 
emails for montlhy locations.

Grapevine Chapter:
2nd Saturday of each month @ 10:30 AM
TBD - VP or President will supply meeting information

Inland Empire Chapter:
3rd Saturday of the Month
Contact Information:
Eric Palmer (951) 850-2119

San Diego Chapter:
4th Saturday of the Month
Contact Information:
David Ruble (858) 361-0240

CLUB OFFICERS:

Founding Chapter
President: Arnold Leos  
562-217-7668 

Vice-President: Shaun Torbati  
562-212-9145

Secretary: Marisela Garcia

Treasurer: Shaun Torbati  
714-321-9466

Grapevine Chapter
President: John Vogelsang  
661-245-3250

Vice-President: Rick Noel  
661-296-6635

2023 Raffle Sponsors

Newsletter Stories: Send to Arnold Leos: arnoldleos@roadrunner.com

San Diego Chapter
President: David Ruble  
858-361-0240

Vice-President: Brian Gurule 
619-947-4155

Inland Empire Chapter
President: Eric Palmer 
951-850-2119

Vice-President: Damon Bailey  
951-295-6764

Coonrod’s IH 


