SCOUTSAfield
“It’s not the vehicles, it’s the people”

Club Newsletter - April 2022

2022 International Harvester Western Regional’s
Since 1996, International Harvester (IH) enthusiasts have
gathered together in April to catch up with friends and
share their love of these old vehicles. Scouts West hosts
the International Harvester Western Regionals (IHWR) just
outside of Barstow, near Calico Ghost Town. We gather
from across the country to spend a few days camping and
honoring some of the finest trucks ever made. Some come
to rekindle old friendships and swap lies. Some come for
the trail runs. And some come just for the fun that can only
be experienced the Scouts West way.
IHWR is held north of Barstow, California at the Barstow
KOA Campground. This is a great location that truly loves
having us as much as we love being there.

APPRECIATION STATEMENT
THANK YOU to everyone who could
and could not attend the 25th Annual
IHWR Event!
All your contributions, from the purchase
of the fundraiser t-shirts to raffle prizes,
are so appreciated. Your help at the
event is also very valued! Sharing the
responsibility brings us all together as
a community. Our goal is to make this
event beneficial for everyone. We hope
you all had a wonderful time and enjoy
your goodies! Happy Wheelin’!

Schedule of events on Page 7
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While this is an IH event, it is open to all vehicles. Everyone
is welcome! We only request that you enjoy having fun,
4-wheeling, great scenery and amazing food. The weekend
starts with a guided trail run into the back country of the
Calico Mountains. Not all choose a trail run, some prefer
a more stationary day and ready their IH vehicles (truck or
tractor) for the Show-N-Shine. After a safe return, the true
festivities begin with a fantastic BBQ dinner, Show-N-Shine
judging, and everyone’s favorite event – the raffle. It’s an
opportunity to win some great prizes and there’s even a
special one, just for the kids.
We’ve supported some great causes over the years,
from the California Association of 4 Wheel Drive Clubs
(CA4WDC) to Wounded Warriors. This year we have chosen
a truly worthy cause, CORVA (More on our charity group on
page 2.)
We look forward to hearing from you and thanks for
supporting the 25th Annual IHWR. Thank you from Scouts
West!
Continued on page 2
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CORVA

BIG JOHN’S GARAGE

The California Off-Road Vehicle Association (CORVA) is a dynamic and hard working group dedicated to preserving,
protecting and promoting OHV and motorized access to public lands.

by Aubrey Mollenauer-Vogelsang
Big John Vogelsang is
an avid International
Harvester collector
who has been with the
Scouts West Club since
its formation in 1987.
He started his collection
in 1979-80 with his
first truck, a 1962 IH
Scout 80. At the time
he was living in Acton,
CA and needed a 4x4,
so since the price was
right, he purchased his
tan ’62 Scout 80. After his first son was born, Little John,
he and his family moved to Frazier Park where he has lived
since. His second son, Jeremiah was born after the move
and the boys got to grow up around their Dad’s collection,
absorbing everything Dad was able to teach them. This
home base in Frazier Park has become known for Big
John’s Garage. In 1990, he expanded on his property and
built a garage that could house more of his hobby. As his
collection grew, so did his love and knowledge for IH. John
is currently the President of the Scouts West Grapevine
Chapter and for good reason. His wealth of knowledge is
highly valued, and it shows when the many enthusiasts
gather to his garage for help and lessons on how and
what to do on their IH rigs. It has become a great place
to socialize and network. The Grapevine Chapter, which
extends from areas of northern CA to some of the southern
valley of CA, meets at Big John’s Garage to hold their
meeting and work parties where Big John can share what
he knows, and everyone can come together to share their
passion for the unique brand.

We’re starting a revolution to make sure off-roaders are represented and their voices heard at the highest level of
government. We don’t give up, but keep on fighting for your rights.
We represent everyone who uses an off-road vehicle: ATV’s, motorcycles, trial bikes, and dune buggies, as well as
“street legal” 4X4 vehicles, dual sport motorcycles, Bajas, and desert racers. If you travel off-road in California, CORVA
is your voice for motorized access!
CORVA’s main purpose is to work with federal, state and county land managers to preserve, promote and protect
off-highway vehicular access and recreation opportunities. Secondly, we educate our membership on the constantly
changing rules and regulations and promote clean-up and trail maintenance projects.
We coordinate with other multiple use organizations ranging from snowmobiles to equestrian enthusiasts to protect
multiple use rights from the extremists. We are “dedicated to protecting our lands for the people, not from the people.”
CORVA proudly provides its members...
• Over 50 years of continuous advocacy for off-road recreation!
• Continuous appeals of unfair and unjust closure of access to public lands!
• Extensive oversight of the California OHV “Green Sticker” Fund and OHMVR Division and Commission
• OFF-ROADERS IN ACTION Newsletter keeps you informed about off-road legislative battles.
• Membership Kit with I.D. cards & decals!
• Quarterly Digital Magazine subscription to keep you informed of off-road legislative battles.
• Membership Kit with I.D. cards & decals!
• https://corva.org

Scouts West Toy Drive
This was our second year that we had our Scouts West Toy Drive and we had a good turnout with many gifts for the
Thomas House in Garden Grove. It was a fun event and everyone had fun driving to drop off the gifts.
Thomas House
- Transitional
Shelter
For more than
30-years, Thomas
House has provided rent-free
shelter, including food and
supplies, for homeless families
with children. In return, each
parent is required to work fulltime and save 80 percent of
their income, enabling families
to build their savings and
learn essential life skills. As a
result, in an average 12 month
stay, families are able to save
a minimum of 2 to 3 months
expenses and transition to
permanent housing of their
own.
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as well when the time comes. One of the best things about
Big John’s Garage is that his children and grandchildren are
all growing up around his enthusiasm for IH.
Big John’s Garage represents a passion for the brand and a
camaraderie amongst everyone that shares and has fun with
what they love. Big John’s Garage may just be a physical
location, but it embodies what Scouts West has always
stood for: dedication to preserving and enjoying the 4x4
capabilities of the brand of International Harvester.

As John’s boys grew up, IH became a norm in their house.
They learned more and more as kids by watching John work
on his trucks, going on off-road trips, and attending Scouts
West oriented events. The IH interest became a family affair
and still holds strong as the boys started families of their
own. As they grew older, John got each of the boys their
very own IH vehicles. When they turned 13, each of his sons
got their first Scout. Little John was given a 1972 Scout II
which he learned how to drive in and worked modify to take
on his own first off-road trip by the time he had his driver’s
permit. Jeremiah was given a 1976 Scout Terra that he
worked on, got running, learned to drive, and kept for many
years to come. Just as IH runs through the Vogelsang’s
blood, this tradition still lives on. Little John gave his eldest
son a Scout 80 for his 16th birthday last year and has about
a year to prepare a 1968 Scout 800 for his daughter’s 16th
birthday. Jeremiah still has some time, seeing that is son is
only nearly 2 years old, but he plans on gifting him a Scout

Special thank you to Clayton and Jade from Westside Museum for
hosting our Toy Drive. They have a cool place!
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I LOVE THE ANNUAL IHWR!
There are always those people you can count on seeing
every year which allows you to see their progress on their
IH vehicle or they bring in their newest acquisition. Then
there are the newcomers to meet and the opportunity
to check out their vehicle. The IH community is a very
friendly, inclusive, generous, social bunch. They are
very willing to share info, tech, where to get parts etc.
and encouragement to those working on their projects
or resolving mechanical issues. It is also an opportunity
to run some of your ideas on your prospective projects
by some really informed people and get some great
feedback.

Travelall’s, commercial trucks etc. There are always
interesting stories accompanying these vehicles which
are owned by many interesting people. There is the
opportunity to take your vehicle on a trail run of various
grades from mild to intense which you can choose based
on capability or do a museum run for the pavement
lovers.
I always look forward to see old friends, the opportunity
to make new friends and perhaps see something that will
inspire me to modify or improve my International. I hope
you all will enjoy the vehicles and their owners and those
who appreciate them as much as I do.
Pete Albrecht

With the exception of a few IH specific vendors, we do
not have the aftermarket support like other vehicle makes
but that is where things get interesting. IH owners must
often have to adapt things intended for other makes to
their vehicles or more often the case, fabricate it yourself.
This is what I personally enjoy the most, the imaginative
engineering and varying fabrication skills that you will
find on peoples vehicles. It is fascinating to see the
different approaches to things like front bumpers, some
with winch mounts or rear bumper, some with spare tire
mounts. Roof racks, roll bars, body armor, and things you
have not even thought of are there to see with “just git er
done” fabrication to jaw dropping drool inducing quality.
A great way to get some inspiration and ideas for you
vehicle.

MEMBER HIGHLIGHT
Hello, my name is Marisela Garcia, and I have been a member of Scouts West - Main Chapter for s ix years. I would like to
give a brief history on my Scout II - Norbert.
I found Norbert 23 years ago by the side of the road with a For Sale sign on him. After purchasing Norbert I drove it to work
and so did my son and daughter. After a time it became a work truck for a friend’s Corvair shop, helping to pick up greasy
car parts and shuttle them around. After several hard years of service, the truck started to leak oil from the transmission.
Unable to quickly diagnose the leak, the Scout sat in my driveway for almost 9 years. Everyone that came across Norbert
would tell me to get rid of that old truck. However, I really loved driving the truck around, and knowing I would eventually
find somebody to fix Norbert. Being persistent, I remembered about the Scouts West club when they had IHWR in Tulare.
To my delight, I found out the club was having their annual beach get-together. I decided to go with my friend since I
was intimidated to approach the group of tough looking Scout guys. Despite my initial fear, I soon realized after meeting
the members that they were friendly, approachable, and helpful. They told my friend and me that getting assistance with
Norbert was as easy as joining the club and requesting a work
day. I now had a plan, but it still took me a year to get my nerve
up to go to the meeting and join the club.
When I finally got the courage to join, everyone at the meeting
was incredibly welcoming, nice, and enthusiastic to help. I laid
out my situation and asked for a work day. The rest is history.
Personally, I believe what makes the Scouts West Club unique
are the individual men and women within each chapter. The
men have a camaraderie among themselves. Each of the guys
have their own unique personal knowledge, experience and
talent on Scouts.
That first work day they worked on my truck, I was blown away
at how they each knew what to look for first and proceeded to
fix it in such a short amount of time. Without their expertise and
help Norbert would still be a leaky mess at home. Now my truck
is on the road again and I was even able to take it to IHWR2021 on a supposedly easy run. Although the truck is still a
work in progress, it now runs and brings me joy when I drive it.

The IHWR also gives you the opportunity to see the
varied vehicles produced by International: all the different
models and variations of Scouts, pickup & panel trucks,

IHWR Turns 25

I wanted to recognize the men who have helped me with my
truck these last couple of years. I am in debt to them, and truly
thank them.
In no particular order:
Brad Spears - (went above and beyond), Tim Potter (wealth
of information about the club and the truck), Arnold Leos,
Shaun Torbati, Tony Sweet, Mr. Fritz, David Villalpando, Tony
Sweet, Tom McComber and Joe Hartman. If I forgot any other
person(s) who helped please forgive me.
Also, can’t forget to mention Big John Vogelsang (wealth of
information and a happy smile), Johnny Vogelsang, Jeremiah
Vogelsang and Aubrey Vogelsang for all their support in making
IHWR a great success.
Again, a big thanks to all the men and women that make up the
Scouts West Club!!
Marisela Garcia
Scout II aka Norbert
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FAREWELL TO OLD FRIENDS
These past couple years has been a challenge for a
lot of us in many ways. Economically, socially, and
personally. We have all known someone who have been
affected financially and by the death of someone you
knew, or worse, family.
These last couple year we’ve lost a couple members of
our club family. Joe Papero and “Doc”. These names
are names many members probably haven’t heard. This
club was brought to conception by guys like these.
Doc was the kind of guy you would go to if you needed
info on classic IH stuff. He had IH fire trucks, vans,
stuff you would never see on the road. Doc was a
Chiropractor out of the Bay Area who lived on a boat.
He was a regular to IHWR in Tulare, and in our earlier
days he hand made ice cream for everyone and told tall
stories.
You never had a bad day if you were hanging with Doc,
there would always be a smile on his face. Contagious,
one of the rare ones. Lets talk about Joe. Christ, I could
do a book on him.
Joe and Linda Papero were 2 of the founding members
of this club back almost 30 years ago (been that long?
Wow!). I met Linda through an ad for Scout parts as I
had just acquired my first Scout. This was also 30 years
ago. Found out that they had just started a club for IH
enthusiasts along with Dwayne and Martha Robinson.
Instantly I joined even though I lived in Palm Springs
and their club was in LA somewhere. At the first
meeting, I met the members which was only a handfull
and among them was Joe.
Didn’t really know what to make of him at first as he
was not a man of many words and had the “don’t f..k
with me attitude”. Didn’t take long to see who the real
guy was behind the façade.
Joe Papero, the guy who would take a bullet for his
close friends, someone who would always be there
for you if you needed him, no exception, no excuse.
Joe was a full blown motor head, always working on
projects, whether it was his indestructible 800, a truck,
or current roadster he was finishing up. His quality of
work was impeccable. Quite a guy.
I remember probably close to 15 years ago (maybe
longer) the club maintained an “Adopt A Trail” in the
San Bernardino Mountains which ended up at a dry
camp up top. There were about 15 vehicles on the run
for clean-up and maintenance of campground and trail.
We were hanging out in camp and Joe walks up. “Dude,
where’s the 800?”
Sitting down the side of the mountain he says. WTF?
So a few of us, myself, Paul and a couple other vehicles
went to rescue.
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Joe managed to find a perfectly straight section that
you could drive a semi onto somehow (to this day I
don’t know how it happened). He sent the 800 over
the edge about 100 feet down and jammed it against a
rock on the passengers side. To this day we thank that
large rock as the next stop for him was I-10, a couple
thousand feet down. Paul and I hooked up to 800,
cable on front and strap on rear. I would yank on the
ass end and drag up a little, as I had no winch at that
time, then Paul would winch up. Took about an hour to
get him up. We righted it and Joe drove to camp. For
those who never saw his 800, he had the ultimate cage
on it. Scratches, just scratches. THANK GOD!

FRIDAY, APRIL 22nd
8:00 am - 10:00 am - Pancake breakfast provided by Scouts West
San Diego Chapter
Donations welcome! It all goes back into our Charity for CORVA!
9:00 am - 9:00 pm - Registration Booth Open—Pre-Registration
or On-Site Registration, Trail Run SIGN UPs, Meal, Shirt and Merch
Purchases, Raffle Ticket Purchases, Show N Shine Registration and
Vehicle Safety Inspections throughout the day -Membership info
available
ALL DAY - Vendor Row set up with our vendors providing goods and
merchandise
10:00 am - 3:30 pm - Casual Barstow Museum Tour lead by Fritz
4:00 pm - RC Car Show Event Hosted by Marco at Pool Area-All are
welcome to Participate
5:00pm--- BYOB Social Hour and Adult 4x4 Games at Main Stage
Area
SATURDAY, APRIL 23rd
6:00 am - 7:00 am - Continental Breakfast—Coffee and Danishes
with Big John Vogelsang Donated by Scouts West Grapevine Chapter.
Grab a bite before you head out!

Most people would have gotten a little freaked out over
that, Just another day for Joe. Joe was a family man
with his wife Linda, daughter Denise and dem dogs.
In this day and age, you hope through your travels and
daily routines, you are fortunate enough to run across
people who make a difference in your life, Joe and
“Doc” fit the bill. I was gifted enough to meet these
guys and share their true friendship. A friendship I will
never forget. Tim Diero was another member whose
life was cut short by no means of his own. Tim was
always tinkering on things. His vehicle of choice was
his Traveller. Tim worked for the space industry and
the inside of his Traveller looked like the inside of the
cockpit of the space shuttle. No wonder he needed a
degree to drive it.
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7:00 am - 8:00 am - Driver’s/Safety Meetings, Last Inspections and
Trail Runs Departing—Check with your Trail Leader at Registration
Booth at time of Trail Run SIGN UP and Vehicle Safety Inspection for
DEPARTURE TIME.
7:00 am - 4:00 pm - Registration Booth Open *Meals, Shirts, Merch
and Last of the Raffle Tickets Sales up until 4:00 pm*
12:00 - 4:30 pm - Park for Show N Shine in designated areas for
judging
5:00 pm - 6:00 pm - Dinner brought to us by Big Worm BBQ
***FOLLOWED BY PRESENTATIONS OF RECOGNITIONS, TROPHY
WINNERS AND OUR CONTRIBUTION TO CORVA, THEN THE PREREGISTRATION RAFFLE, KIDS RAFFLE, ADULT RAFFLE, AND OUR
TRADITIONAL IH BONFIRE!
SUNDAY, APRIL 24th
Goodbye Breakfast provided by Big Worm BBQ - Donations
encouraged!
Take one last advantage of the KOA amenities, local tourist spots and
the beautiful desert
Please leave your campsite clean and free of any trash
Drive home safe! Thank you for attending IHWR and supporting the
event!
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Jeff Hoselton was a member of the short lived Central
Valley Chapter. Didn’t know him that well, but he was
always with had his head in the engine compartment.

3

Joe, Doc, where ever you are, I’m sure between all you
guys, there is some serious “Cloud Wheelin” going on.
Well, at least when you roll, it’s soft
Love you guys and will always miss you,

1

Vic
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Joe Vito Papero
2/19/49 - 10/1/21

1 Registration Booth

5 RC Car Show (By the Lawn)

2 Friday Pancake Breakfast
(In the back of the Cabins)

6 Show-N-Shine Lineup

3 Vendor Row (60’s Row)

7 Trailer and Overflow area

4 Stage Area
6
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2022 Raffle Sponsors

Main Chapter:
1st Saturday of the Month
TBD - VP or President will supply meeting information

Grapevine Chapter:
2nd Saturday of each month @ 10:30 AM
TBD - VP or President will supply meeting information

Inland Empire Chapter:
3rd Saturday of the Month
Contact Information:
Eric Palmer (951) 850-2119

San Diego Chapter:
4th Saturday of the Month
Contact Information:
David Ruble (858) 361-0240

CLUB OFFICERS:
Main Chapter
President: Arnold Leos
562-217-7668

Vice-President: Shaun Torbati
562-212-9145

San Diego Chapter
President: David Ruble
858-361-0240

Vice-President: Keith Kubiak
619-208-7693

Inland Empire Chapter

Secretary: Marisela Garcia

President: Eric Palmer
951-850-2119

Treasurer: Shannon Treichel
714-321-9466

Vice-President: Damon Bailey
951-295-6764

Grapevine Chapter

President: John Vogelsang
661-245-3250
Vice-President: Rick Noel
661-296-6635
Newsletter Stories: Send to Arnold Leos @ arnoldleos@roadrunner.com
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