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As I rolled down the road towards Tulare, CA, and the site of the 2004 International 
Harvester Western Regionals, I snuck a look behind Mike Cross' van to 'This Old 
Scout' sitting regally on the trailer. Well, as regal as it can be without all the engine 
parts. 

It had been a real battle getting it ready for the show. For the last two years, I had 
gritted my teeth and sworn I would be there with my rig, yet the time would inevita-
bly go by and I would not be ready yet again. Sigh. 

This time, I put the nose to the grindstone, my foot to the pedal, my back into it, and 
any other body part that would cooperate and kept the calendar in the corner of my 
eye. Finally, it came time to start it up and move it out of the garage. 

Then things went just a bit backwards. 
It sounded pretty rough upon start up, 
and then a cursory check of the oil 
showed, not clean oil, but a coolant/oil 
frappe'. Starbucks would have been 
jealous. I had a 304 cubic inch blender 
under the hood. Oh woe is me. 

Everything can be overcome, however, 
we rolled it out of the garage and kept 
on working. The last thing I made sure 
worked was the winch, so she got 
winched up onto the trailer for the trip 
to Tulare. <01.jpg>So, here we are, 
back on the long stretch of California 
highway 99, headed north. We rolled 
into the fairgrounds after dark. After 
getting our bearings, we parked for the 
night and hit the foam mattresses.  The 
next morning dawned grey and 
cool...windy too. This was the first year 
since I was attending that the weather 
had not cooperated. It had not mattered 
much however, cuz' there were lots of 
vehicles lined up and tons of folks in 
the camping areas. It looked like a 
good turn out; in fact it was one of the 
largest turnouts ever with over 170 
vehicles registered. 

I met John V., Master of Arms and Big 
Kahuna of the event and we got our 
row assignment and rolled the little 
Scout onto the dirt. Wow. That was the 
first time her little tires had touched dirt 
in 3 years. I swear a shudder ran 
through her frame and goose pimples 
showed under the Krylon paint job. 
Easy girl! 

What a difference it makes having a rig 
entered in the show instead of just be-
ing there to look. I was one of the 
brethren! Oh joy!  There were some 

(Continued on page 3) 
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 O F F I C E R S 

I t�s time to begin thinking 
about the IH Western Regionals 
in Tulare.  In this issue we have 
included a reprint of Mike 
Troy�s article that was published 
on the C4X4 web site.  By the 
way, this is a web site that war-
rants regular visits. 
Cary, Doc and John already 
have their collective proboscises 
close to the grindstone in their 
efforts to make 2005 a red letter 
year for IHWR.  Cary has the 
new Pre-registration and Spon-
sorship forms ready to go (look 
on pages 13 and 14). 
If you are engaged in some ac-
tivity in preparation for IHWR 
2005, please let us know and we 
will try to get some attention, or 
help, for you. 
Enjoy Mike�s article and do a 
little reminiscing on past region-
als. 

Address 
471 E. Tahquitz Canyon Way 
Suite 215 
Palm Springs, CA 92262-6630 
760.329.7464 
Membership 

US Membership   $40.00 
CN Membership  $40.00 
Advertising  $50.00 

Includes 12 issues of Scouts Afield, dash 
plaque, vinyl decal of club logo and club 
business cards.  All checks or money orders 
must be in US funds and drawn on a US 
bank. 
The Fine Print 
Scouts West is not liable for the information 
published in this newsletter.  Any modifica-
tions made to your vehicle are done at your 
own risk.  Furthermore, Scouts West as-
sumes no liability for services or products 
you may receive from the advertisers.  

Dues to be prorated 
Scouts West has changed the way in which 
they collect membership dues.  According 
to the Scouts West Bylaws, dues will be 
paid every August.  Any new member pay-
ing after August will pay a prorated 
amount.  All current or past member 
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February  $20.02 
March  $16.69 
April  $13.36 
May  $10.03 
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July  $  3.37 
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really sweet rigs there this year. I will 
let the pics do most of the talking. 

There was a ten door Travelall that was 
owned by a bicycle shop. Sporting cus-
tom paint and lots of acreage, it was for 

sale to the high bidder. Hmmm...I won-
der if that would fit on my front lawn? 

There was a Scout II that had under-
gone the fairy god mother pumpkin-to-

(Continued from page 1) royal coach routine courtesy of Mike 
Ismail of International Harvester Only. 
The owner, Arnold Avalos, was look-
ing like a proud papa, but one with a 
lighter wallet than he had some time 
ago. It really was beautiful. Kudos to 
Mike and Arnold for winning best in 
your category. 

Was there any doubt? 

I volunteered to judge a category and 
was handed the Scout II's....all years. 
Yikes. It looked like rain was immi-
nent, so I got moving. I did not accept 

bribes, but an umbrella would have 
gone along way towards my favor! 

Another SII that stood out was yet an-
other Ismail creation, this time Jeff's 
personal ride. Very Nice. It took best in 
it's class. 

Saturday went by, and the rest of the 
time at the show was divided into look-

ing at IH rigs, looking at tractors from 
the nearby farm show, and looking for 
good deals from the vendors who came 
out to support the show and sell their 
wares. I picked up a twin stick shifter 
boot for my D20 from Super Scout 
Specialties and Anything Scout had a 
really cool bumper/tire carrier for sale. 

There were games as well. The ramp 
test, the teeter totter, and the slow race 
had everyone cheering for the winners! 

(Continued on page 11)IHWR 2004 
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W hat is the real value? 

There are over 40 different oil additives 
out there in the auto stores. They fall in 
four categories.  1. 50 wgt engine oil 
with PTFE added.  2. 50 wgt engine oil 
with zinc dialkyldithiophosphate 
added.  3. Products with much the same 
additives as are already found in major 
brands of engine oil but in different 
quantities and combinations.  4. Prod-
ucts made up of solvents and/or deter-
gents. 

There may be differences in chemical 
makeup within groups but it is impossi-
ble to examine since the manufacturers 
refuse to list the specific ingredients of 
their products. 

PTFE, �Teflon� is a trademark of Du-
Pont Chemical. The most popular addi-
tives on the market consist of PTFE 
powders suspended in 50 wgt petro-
leum or synthetic engine oil.  Slick 50, 
Liquid Ring, Lubrilon, Microlon, Ma-
trix, Petrolon (same company as Slick 
50), QM1, and T-Plus(K-Mart) all con-
tain PTFE.  Many additive manufactur-
ers market the same stuff under differ-
ent �private brand� names. None list 
whatever other ingredients they may 
contain. 

While the public uses these products, 
oil experts are somewhat less than en-
thusiastic.  By far, the most damning 
testimonial against these products 
originally came from DuPont, inventor 
of PTFE and holder of the patents and 
trademarks.  In a statement issued 
about ten years ago, DuPont�s Fluoro-
polymers Division Specialist, J.F. Im-

balzano said,� Teflon is not useful as 
an ingredient in oil additives or oils 
used for internal combustion engines.�   
At the time, DuPont refused to sell 
PTFE powders to anyone who intended 
to use them for internal combustion 
engines.    

The additive makers sued for restraint 
of trade.  DuPont had to sell the stuff 
but they have  

�No proof of the validity of the additive 
maker�s claims.� And � No knowledge 
of any advantage gained through the 
use of PTFE in engine oil.� 

Foreign manufacturers make a cruder 
version of PTFE made with larger sized 
flakes that are more likely to settle out 
in your oil or clog up your filters. The 
best indication of this type used in a 
product is the instruction to �shake well 
before using�.  Stands to reason that if 
it will settle out on the shelf, it will do 
that in your engine� 

PTFE is a solid. The claim is that this 
�coats� the moving parts in an engine 
(not proven). It also coats non-moving 
parts such as oil passages and filters. 
NASA Lewis Research Center Report 
states, �In the types of bearing surface 
contact we have looked at, we have 
seen no benefit.  In some cases we have 
seen detrimental effect.  The solids in 
the oil tend to accumulate at inlets and 
act as a dam, which simply blocks the 
oil from entering.  Instead of helping, it 
is actually depriving parts of the lubri-
cant.� 

The function of your oil filter is to re-
move solids.  PTFE is a solid.  Some 

manufacturers state the their PTFE is 
�sub micron� in size and will pas 
through filters, but PTFE expands radi-
cally when exposed to heat so the filter 
catches them when operating tempera-
ture is reached per U. of Utah Engi-
neering Experiment Station testing 
Petrolon. �There was  a pressure drop 
across the oil filter.�  Oil analysis 
showed iron contamination doubled 
using the treatment indicating that en-
gine wear increased. 

The company lines are all similar.  
When asked about ingredients, asked 
about test results, asked about their 
expert�s credentials, asked about lab 
results, the answer is always �We can�t 
give out that information for proprie-
tary reasons.� 

Bobby Unser uses a PTFE product in 
his race car, but what does that prove?  
Do you tear down your engine after 
every commute?  He does after every 
race.  Says nothing for longevity. 

The latest miracle ingredient is zinc 
dialkyldithiophosphate.  Zinc is in 
every major brand of engine oil for 
extreme pressure anti-wear properties.  
Unfortunately, more zinc dos not trans-
late to more protection.  The oil compa-
nies have figured optimum proportions 
for normal engine use.  Extra zinc can 
deposit on your valves and foul your 
plugs. Zinc contributes to premature 
deterioration to catalytic converters. 

Products that increase standard addi-
tives don�t harm your engine but nei-
ther do they do it much good.   These 
additive are synergistic.  The ratios and 
amounts are carefully formulated but 
the oil companies for your engine.  
Adding more can throw off those ratios 
and decrease the effectiveness of your 
oil.  Compare your oil to a cake recipe.  

(Continued on page 10)Doc�s Notes 
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Arnco Unveils Su-
perFlex® Flat 

proofing Material 
That �Rides Like 
Air� for Off-Road 

Vehicle Tires 
Off-Road.com 

A rmco, a leading producer of flat 
proofing materials for off-road tires 
used in construction, mining, ground 
support, material handling, roofing and 
lawn/garden industries, has introduced 
a revolutionary SuperFlex ® soft-fill 
polyurethane material that �eliminates 
flats and rides like air.�  The announce-
ment was made by Arnco President 
Larry Carapellot t i,  who sa id, 
�SuperFlex eliminates flats and does 
away with costly down time, blowout 
hazards and tire repairs while still ap-
proximating an air-filled ride.� 

The unique formulation is designed for 
maximum deflection and is the ideal 
product to use when ride, footprint and 
floatation are needed. It protects both 
operator and machine from vibration 
and jolting, increases tire life and per-
formance, adds ballast and maintains 
proper tire pressure and footprint 
shape. 

SuperFlex is particularly effective for 
skid steers, mining tires, AG tires, 
ATV, snow kats, mowing sweepers, 

grader tires, ditchers, trenchers, uni-
loaders and front end loaders. 

The patented polyurethane liquid is 
pumped into the tire through its valve 
stem by an Arnco Certified Dealer, 
replacing all of the air in the tire, and 
cures into a resilient, synthetic rubber-
like core in 24 hours. It completely 
eliminates flats, blowouts or other dam-

age that can occur from nails, glass or 
sharp objects with air-filled tires, and 
works in any tire with a sound casing. 

SuperFlex also has superior shock ab-
sorber properties with a �softness� of 8 

(durometer), and it 
works in the most 
adverse weather 
conditions. Arnco 
flatproofing materi-
als have been tested 
down to minus 70 º 
F by the University 
of Alaska . 

Arnco, based in 
South Gate, Calif., 
is the world�s larg-
est supplier of poly-
urethane fill for off-
road tires with its 
sales and technical 
support staff in 
C h a t t a n o o g a , 
Tenn., and with 
production facilities 
in South Gate, 
Cleveland, Ohio, 
and Manchester, 
England. Arnco 
polyurethane filled 
tires have become 
widely used in steel 
mills, scrap yards, 
land fills, coal 
mines, factories, 
construction sites, 

high lift equipment original equipment 
vehicles or wherever the operating en-
vironment is hazardous to conventional 
pneumatic tires. 

For further information about Super-
Flex or other flat proofing products, 
call 800-821-4147 or visit the Arnco 
website at www.arnconet.com.  
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Happy New Year everybody. 

W ith Christmas in full swing, not 
much is going on up here in the Bay area.  
This leaves me a little space for the Early 
October Rubicon trip that I experienced a 
month after Craig Johnson and Randy Pear-
son completed theirs. 

We came, we saw, we survived. 

What an experience this was for me and 7 
other scouts, including Jeff in his Jeep.  Our 
core group included Kevin Simpson, Sean 
Barber, Carl Hill, Troy Corliss, Keith Chris-
tensen, Mike Lombardi and Brad Sims.  
Mike and Jeff (jeep) had a few of their bud-
dies along for the ride.  Until now, the ma-
jority of our group�s collective experience 
consisted of weekends at Hollister and a 
few Sierra Trek�s.  And now, here we are 
on the Rub. 

The scenery was some of the most spec-
tacular that I have ever witnessed.  The blue 
and sometimes cloudy gray sky, contrasted 
with the massive granite rock formations.  
Its one thing cruising Hwy 50 or 80 at nor-
mal speeds going ohh, ahh at the sights, but 
its another crawling over rocky terrain, 
slower than the Donner Party.  The nights 
were cold and crisp and kind of warmed up 
throughout the day.  It did sprinkle on us 
several times Friday.  All in all, we did have 
perfect Sierra weather. 

This was a first for our group; yes, a bunch 
of Rubicon virgins.  Keith had some previ-
ous Rub experience years ago, but it was 
still kind of foreign to him.   Did we know 
exactly where to go? No not really, but we 
managed.  There was very little traffic that 
weekend to aid with direction.   The dirt 
trails were obvious to follow, but getting 

out onto the many square miles of relatively 
flat stair-stepped granite did provide a chal-
lenge.  Maybe that is where our truck�s 
namesake came from�SCOUT. 

Our experience begins at the trailhead, 
which leads into the Gate Keeper.  As we 
begin to line up for our first group picture, I 
happened to get our journey off to a rousing 
beginning.  Climbing a small hill, at an off 
camber angle, I pitch my Scout 80 on its 
side; in slow motion.  I did not get hurt, but 
did bruise my truck and ego.  Sean hooked 
a tow strap to Keith�s truck, up righted me 
and off we went.  Later, words were �all 
right guys, top that��and Mike and Sean 
almost stole my glory.   Mike had a clutch 
malfunction on a hill and began a side slide.  
Some jumped on the side of Mike�s truck to 
provide stability.   And Sean came off some 
huge bolder nose first, but powered through 
it.  Someone of lesser experience probably 
would have gone over end over end. 

Everybody dented and scraped up their 
paint jobs, naturally.  If you were concerned 
about the paint, you shouldn�t be there.  If 
you did not dent, you weren�t trying. 

We all experienced some kind of problem at 
one time or another.  Roughly five hours 
into our journey, we came upon a Toyota 
with a broken pitman arm that shut down 
the trail.  A few days before our trip, Sean 
installed an onboard welder in his Scout II.  
Maneuvering into position to weld this 
guy�s pitman together, a crossed wire from 
the welder fried his points.  Doh�with all 
of his spare parts, no points.  So you can 
guess where we spent the first night.  Satur-
day morning we acquired a set of Ford 
points that Sean managed to get to work 
with his IH motor.  We can finally move on.  
He also had some steering problems that he 
was able to fix. 

the welder came in handy.   On Saturday he 
began to nurse a clutch problem.Mike broke 
a front shackle &  

I had a broken steering box mount.   Once 
again, the welder to the rescue. 

Kevin popped both his front axel U-joints & 
his steering pump gave out at the tail end of 
Cadillac Hill at dusk Sunday evening. 

Keith blew up his Dana 300 Sunday night, 
luckily on our way out leading to Lake 
Tahoe.  Of all of the problems we faced, 
this was one that we could not fix.  We 
were all very fortunate that towing Keith 
was on a flat dirt road. 

Carl was mechanically sound this weekend.  
His $5000.00+ paint job did sustain some 
body damage.  His external roll cage is 
NOW being fabricated.  Carl�s rig was re-
cently profiled in our chapter report. 

Troy complained of rear axel problems.  
Other than a spring over, Troy�s rig was 
relatively stock.  Taking into consideration 
how he would have to muscle his truck over 
and around obstacles, everything performed 
well for him. 

Like a military creed �No man gets left 
behind,� everybody pitched in to help the 
group as a whole.  We all participated by 
spotting for one another, arrange rocks to 
make a trail more navigable and fix broken 
vehicles.  Sean and Carl were the most ex-
perienced wheelers and shared their exper-
tise which was most appreciative. 

Our campsites at night were teeming with 
plenty of good food, Bar-B-Q�s, campfires 
and stories of the day.  Being that this was 
our first Rubicon happening, we really over 
packed for the trip.  The campsite looked as 
if we were base camping, complete with 
propane grill and all of the amenities.   
What we should have had was a nomadic, 
bare bones approach to camping with mini-
mal gear and weight.  But what the heck, 
we were comfortable. 

What did I learn from this excursion?  For 

(Continued on page 7)Cary�s Corner 
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starters, an onboard welding unit is the hot setup.  What a lifesaver it became.   This is something that I will install in my 80 in the near future.  I 
figure as long as I can provide the tool, there usually is plenty of talent nearby to do the welding.  In the mean time, maybe I can learn a few ba-
sics techniques.  Another is to pack less luxuries and more automotive necessities.   Even though we had enough tools and spare parts, I recognize 
the need for more of a parts variety.  Its one thing going to Hollister for the day; it�s another backpacking on wheels for days at a time. 

One of the most memorable moments for me was Sunday morning before we headed off to Buck Lake.  The group gathered atop a granite slab 
with a panoramic view of the valley below and mountain ranges far away�it was the top of the world.  The sun was ready to appear and Sean led 
us in a prayer session.  What a moment in time�very special. 

It turned out to be quite a memorable trip for us.  We also learned a lot about wheeling in the Sierra�s.  We now understand how we need to adjust 
and prepare for next year.  This clearly will become an annual trip for us.  I think it would be terrific if we could have other members come and 
experience the Rub with us next year. 

Here are a few more of the photos that have accumulated from our chapters two recent trips to the Rubicon Trail in the Sierras.  Go to page 15 
for more pics. 

 

(Continued from page 6)Cary�s Corner 
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Power Steering 
Pump Modification 

WARNING: Modifying any component 
on your Scout can be dangerous. The 
author of page assumes no responsibil-
ity or liability, either directly or im-
plied. 

P utting larger tires on your Scout 
Increases the stress on the steering  
components that can cause slower & 
harder steering movement. The Cure 
for the problem is raising the steering 
pump pressure. This easy, but  messy 
procedure greatly improves steering 
responsiveness Remove the pump from 
the vehicle and disconnect the high 
pressure hose from the power steering 
unit. Next, unscrew the housing fitting 
which requires a one inch socket or 
wrench. 

Behind this fitting is a valve, the end of 
the valve has a hollow bolt with a 
screen on the end of it.  Remove the 
bolt and take out the shims that are 
under it . This increases spring pressure 
inside the valve. Reassemble the valve 
the same way that it was taken out. 

Another modification is to enlarge the 
sized fitting hole. The increase should 
not exceed .025 larger than the original 
hole size. This modification increases 
the volume oil which augments the 
improvements of higher pump pressure. 

On my truck the second procedure was 
not necessary. Removing the shims was 

enough improvement to compensate for 
the extra drag produced by the 33 inch 
tires. When the 33s were first installed, 
I could not turn the steering wheel from 
left to right while the vehicle was 
standing still idling on pavement. After 
completion of the modification, I was 
able to turn the steering wheel with the 
effort of two fingers. This modification 
also helps keep your vehicle tracking 
straight while on  rough roads. The 
higher pressure decreases tire jerking 
movement in the direction of the bump 
or dip in the road. 

Hood Opening 
Made Easy 

A  common problem is a hood will 
not pop up after being released from 
inside.  The problem usually can be 
attributed to bad front body mounts or a 
worn hood counterbalance assembly.  
The counter balance assembly is noth-
ing more than a torsion bar to help 
counteract the weight of the hood.  You 
can increase the spring�s tension by 
first removing the headlights.  Then 
unbolt the three bolts that hold the as-
sembly in place.  Take note of bolt 
placement.  Moving the bracket will 
cause miss alignment of the hood.  
While the bolts are out, place a washer 
or two between the bracket and the 
torsion bar.  Retighten the 3 bolts per 
side.  What this will do is preload the 
counter weight and give the bar more 
resistance thereby  � making � the hood 
lighter. 

Another method that may be necessary, 
is to lubricate the hood latch and the 
cable attachments.  You can use regular 
bearing grease or white lithium grease.  
This will allow the hood to open with-
out binding.  Hopefully you will be 
able to open your hood without a 
screwdriver now.  

Soft Top Care 
By: Erick Foor 

S ummer is Almost here. When 
warm weather arrives convertible tops 
come down. Here are some tricks to 
keep your top in great shape for years 
to come. * Keep as clean as possible, 
use a vinyl protestant if needed * When 
washing top use an automotive type 
soap. Rinse windows before lightly 
washing. DO NOT rub windows dry! 
You can dab or pat the windows. Rub-
bing the dry windows will cause 
scratches. * A mild abrasive wax works 
wonders to take out small scratches and 
light fogging from the windows * 
Snaps also need attention. Some people 
use graphite spray to lubricate the 
snaps. I have found that to be messy 
and sometimes stains the paint. Try 
using Chapstick lip balm on the snaps. 
The wax from the Chapstick stays put 
and comes in many colors and flavors. 

* If you roll the rear window up on 
occasion, try placing a towel or clean 
cloth on the plastic before rolling up 
the windows. This will prevent the rear 
window from rubbing against itself 
causing fogging and scratches. One of 
the greatest things about owning a 
Scout is the option of taking the top off. 
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Virtually EVERYONE on a club run 
can, and should when needed, be a 
spotter; but only if they are all re-
minded of that rule. Following the 
Spotting Rule #1 will keep things a lot 
more organized than those unruly times 
when EVERYONE is yelling directions 
and confusing the poor driver. 

RULE NUMBER TWO 

This could be rule #1, it is a toss-up. It 
is the only rule I see broken more than 
rule #1. It seems like we frequently 
forget or don�t bother to ask the driver 
if he/she would LIKE to have a spot. 
There are many drivers who will know 
their rig well enough to be able to just 
know where the difficulties are. Then 
there are folks who just don't want to 
have a spotter. Rule #2 is� 

• A good spotter will always ask the 
driver if he/she would like to have 
a spot before he starts issuing 
signals. 

This is a golden rule. Never break it. 

RULE NUMBER THREE 

A good spotter knows that there will 
always be others yelling directions 
from the trail side and he knows that 
there will always be a newer driver 
who finds that confusing. This being 
the case, rule # 3 of great spotting is... 

* Create a bond with the driver. Make 
sure the driver is locked on to you and 
only you. 

This is done by taking the time to walk 
up to the driver and have a short driver 
chat.... "Hey, I am going to spot you 
through this. I want you to focus on me 
and tune everyone else out, OK?" 

It is funny but scuba dive instructors do 
something very similar to this when 
bringing a student down under water 
for the first time. They use two fingers 
in the shape of a V and move them 
from their eyes toward yours while 

locking in your gaze to theirs. They 
have learned that doing so actually 
helps a new diver get through the initial 
anxiety of being under water and helps 
them to not reflexively hyperventilate. 

Creating a bond with the driver goes a 
long way to help him get through those 
times when there are a lot of people 
trying to spot. It helps him block out 
distractions and it places you as the 
point person. 

RULE NUMBER FOUR 

When we are four-wheeling there is a 
lot going on. There is engine noise, 
other vehicles moving around, and peo-
ple talking. Additionally, the distance 
between the spotter and the driver in 
the middle of an obstacle make verbal 
signals not always the most effective 
way to communicate. 

With that in mind, rule #4 of great spot-
ting is... 

* A great spotter will make sure that 
the driver understands and agrees to 
the hand signals. 

Here are a few examples of frequently 
used hand signals... 

  STOP: Use a closed fist for a stop. 

  TURN RIGHT OR LEFT: Point with 
the index finger (or thumb) to the 
left or the right when you want the 
driver to turn the wheel and, if he is 
not turning far enough we point and 
push the finger in that direction at 
the same time. 

  ADVANCE: Extend an open hand so 
that the palm is facing AWAY from 
the driver, we then fold the thumb in 
so that it is not confused as a direc-
tional signal, and, keeping the fin-
gers together, we wave the fingers 
inward a repeating manner. 

  REVERSE: Using one or both open 
palms, FACING the driver, we 
make a pushing motion in a repeat-
ing manner. When doing reverse we 
may go to the back of the vehicle to 
help the driver back up safely. 

COMBINATIONS: Use one hand for a 
directional signal and the other for 
motion. To get the driver to turn the 
wheels without moving simply hold 

(Continued on page 10) Spotters 

Rules for Great 
Spotters & 

Great Drivers 
By Dan Strà, President, JonFund 4X4 Club 

T here are a lot of fine points to the 
art of spotting. Great spotting -- truly 
refined expertise in this area -- is some-
thing that takes a lot of time and ex-
perience to learn. This experience 
comes only from watching others and 
trying to apply what you have learned. 

I would like to suggest a few things 
that all spotters should know that pave 
the way for a safer and more enjoyable 
trail experience for you and the driver. 

Drivers, too, should be as knowledge-
able about the basic rules of spotting as 
the spotters are. Drivers have a differ-
ent set of spotting rules to follow but 
the rules for drivers are just as impor-
tant as the rules for spotters. When both 
sides follow the rules, the trail becomes 
a much smoother place. 

(Note to the would-be spotter: Reading 
this article does not make you a spotter. 
It is designed to help you understand 
the dynamics of spotting more fully. 
You will have a better experience when 
you are on the trails if you acknowl-
edge the hierarchy and organization of 
a run and blend in with their proce-
dures.) 

Suggested Rules for Spotters 
RULE NUMBER ONE 

The first rule of ALL GREAT SPOT-
TERS is this... 

* A good spotter will always look for 
another person who is already spotting 
the driver and will then do nothing but 
wait to be asked for help. 
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up one closed fist and use the other 
hand to point. To signal movement 
keep the directional finger pointing 
but open the closed fist to signal the 
direction you want. 

Suggested Spotter Rules for 
Drivers 
Drivers can have a HUGE part in how 
organized or disorganized spotting is 
done around his vehicle. Oddly enough, 
drivers can do a lot to encourage great 
spotting. In fact, when a driver knows 
great spotting he can do certain things 
that can force a spotter to follow the 
rules without ever saying a word. 

DRIVER RULE NUMBER ONE 

Whether or not he will be spotted is up 
to the driver and the driver should be 
the one who decides if he wants a spot 
or not. The means that drivers rule #1 
is... 

* Ask for a spot or specify that you do 
not want a spot. 

If you do NOT want a spot it is some-
times helpful to say it loud enough to 
be heard over all of the noise of the run 
(or, really, to make sure everyone hears 
you). 

Rule #1 is subject to your acknowledg-
ing the hierarchy of the group. This 
means that there may be times when 
you don�t want a spot but someone in 
leadership in the group feels the need to 
keep things moving for the sake of time 
or other reasons. When that happens it 
is usually best to just go with the flow. 

DRIVER RULE NUMBER TWO 

The spotter may not instinctively know 
that if he stops moving you should stop 
moving. In fact, he may even ask you 
why you stopped moving. Here rule #2 
comes in... 

* If spotter is not moving or directing 
you in some way then don't move. It 
should always be like this...if the spot-
ter directs you, you move, if the spotter 
stops directing, you stop moving. 

DRIVER RULE NUMBER THREE 

In the event that your spotter does not 

(Continued from page 9)Spotters practice Spotter Rule #3 � the rule 
about creating a bond -- then the driver 
can make it happen all by himself. 
Driver rule #3 is... 

* Lock on to your spotter and tune eve-
ryone else out. 

This accomplishes another effect. With 
the driver and the spotter visually 
locked together, observers (would be 
spotters) quickly learn that you are not 
listening to them; you are listening to 
the spotter. Once they catch on to this 
they will start yelling at the spotter and 
not at you. 

In Summary 
A lot of these spotting issues would not 
need to be brought up if more folks just 
focused on watching the spotter and 
learning from his or her techniques.  
Some times it would also help if we 
had less heckling and helpful onlook-
ers.  But part of our sport is the group 
enjoyment of the adventures of others.  
So we have to overcome that in order 
to prevent vehicle damage and unnec-
essary trail delays. Observing these 
rules is the first step. 

Fortunately, it is a lot easier to teach 
drivers how to pay attention to spotters 
and to teach spotters how to get drivers 
to focus on them than it is to teach 
every person on every trail-run to not 
try to help with spotting. It is just hu-
man nature to help out. Non-spotters, 
are you getting a message here? 

This being the case, our expectations of 
spotters and drivers needs to be set 
correctly. When both the driver AND 
the spotter are on the same page all the 
yelling in the world won't make a darn 
bit of difference. 

Dan Strà is the President and founder 
of The JonFund 4X4 Club and Mem-
bership Chairperson of the Northeast 
Association of 4 Wheel Drive Clubs. 
He has been into off-roading in one 
form or another for over 7 years. 
Comments should be addressed to 
jonfund@jonfund.com 

 

Four more eggs will not make the cake 
better� 

The old standbys, Bardahl, Rislone and 
Marvel Mystery oil offer things like 
�quieter lifters�, �Reduced oil burning� 
and a �cleaner engine�.  Most of these 
products are made up of solvents, and 
detergents designed to dissolve sludge 
and carbon deposits inside your engine.  
Wynn�s Friction Proofing  is 83% kero-
sene.  Other brands use naphthalene, 
xylene, acetone, and isopropanol, usu-
ally in a mineral oil base.   All of these 
products will strip sludge and deposits 
out of an old engine.  Problem is, how 
do you know how much to use:  too 
much will strip away the boundary lu-
brication layer provided by your oil.  
Over use of solvents can promote 
metal-to metal contact in your engine. 

THE INFAMOUS �NO OIL� DEM-
ONSTRATION 

They add the product, run the engine, 
then drain the oil completely and con-
tinue running the engine for an hour or 
more.  Briggs and Stratton did the same 
test with a twist: one engine had the 
additive and one was stock.  Both ran 
20 hours before shut down.  Both were 
torn down. Both suffered bearing dam-
age but the additive engine also suf-
fered heavy cylinder bore damage.  

This points out the inherent problem 
with particulate oil additives: They can 
cause oil starvation particularly in the 
area of  piston rings where there is a 
critical need for oil flow.  In most of 
the reports on PTFE additives, this is 
the area of major engine damage. 

Recent tests have shown that even 
some of the inoffensive additives con-
tain products which convert to hydro-
fluoric acid when exposed to tempera-
ture inside the cylinder.  This acid goes 
out with the exhaust gasses, collects in 
your exhaust system and eats away at 
your mufflers. 

OTHER COMMENTS 

Scientific analysis of oil additives by 
accredited institutions: 

Avco Lycoming Aircraft Engines, 

(Continued from page 4)Doc�s Notes 

(Continued on page 11)Doc�s Notes 
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states:  �We have tried every additive 
on the market and they are all worth-
less.�    

Briggs & Stratton:  �They do not ap-
pear to offer any benefits.� 

North Dakota State U.: �The theory 
sounds good � the only problem is that 
the products simply don�t work.� 

U. of Nevada Desert Research Center 
chemist, Ed Hackett says.� Oil addi-
tives should not be used. The oil com-
panies have gone to great lengths to 
develop an additive package that meets 
the vehicle�s requirements.  If you add 
anything to this oil you may upset the 
balance and prevent the oil from per-
forming to specifications. 

No matter what additive makers would 
like you to believe, nothing has been 
proven to stop normal engine wear.  No 
major oil company endorses any addi-
tive.  No major engine or vehicle 
manufacturer endorses any product and 
they certainly would if it would protect 
them from warranty claims! 

POSITIVE FINDINGS 

Two things are known to protect your 
engine and reduce wear.  Electric pre 
oilers prevent the major wear that oc-
curs on starting your engine.  Synthetic 
oils provide greater lubricity than your 
engine will ever need while providing 
extended service life of the oil. 

This is a condensation ala Reader�s 
Digest of an article published on 
www.oldengine.org/unfaq if you would 
like the details. 

Doc Stewart  dfsdc@pacbell.net 

(Continued from page 10)Doc�s Notes 

Sunday was the day when all the goodies were doled out. The raffle and the awards 
were hot off the presses and we all stood by with raffle tickets in hand waiting for 
the golden egg to be laid in our laps. I won a commemorative IH knife with a Far-
mall tractor on it. I have a friend who will love that! 

There were hi-lift jacks and tons of other stuff given out to the lucky ones. There 
were so many prizes, that I think everyone won something!  When the awards came 
due, project 'This Old Scout' stood proud with second place in its class! Just think 
what would have happened if the engine actually ran! The skys the limit next year! 

It was fun being there, really fun participating, and really, really fun winning. It was 
time to get her back on the trailer. Now where did that winch controller go? 

A special thanks to all the organizers, Scouts West, John Volglesang and co., spon-
sors, vendors, and all. 

(Continued from page 3)IHWR 2004 

(Continued on page 12) IHWR 2004 
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Winners: 

 

(Continued from page 11)IHWR 2004 

*Category* *1st Place* *2nd Place* *3rd Place* 

P-U Round Fender 
'69 

Alex Kovaleff John Taybor Andrew Mackenzie 

P-U '69-'75 Larry Bertrand Deniss Doeshal William Green 
Model 800 Neil Scott Michael Troy Joel Sanchez 
Model 80 LaJune Thrasher Richard Barber Cary Riley 
Traveler David Ostebo Tim Diero Joel Beadsley 
Terra Carl Hill Michael Burby John Hofstetter 
Woman Owned Tina Amenda Angela Sherman N/A 
Travelall '69-'75 Joel Broadsky Phil Wilbur Stefan Machado 
Scout II '76-'80 Jeff Ismail Eric Wagner Chris Dickey 
Scout II '71-'75 Arnold Avalos Tom Koger Mike Ismail 

Travelall to '69 William Bennett Anna Mackenzie Daniel Reyes 
P-U to '69 Dana Treadway Joe Papero Andy McEarly 
Other IH Vehicles Doc Stewart N/A N/A 
Best Engineered Tim Diero N/A N/A 
Peoples Choice Tina Amende N/A N/A 
Ugliest Scout Randy Buchannon N/A N/A 
Best Motor Mike Ismail N/A N/A 
Farthest Traveled John Glancy N/A N/A 
Travel Ramp Bill Bordner N/A N/A 
Hard Luck Story Carl Hill N/A N/A 

NEW RAMSEY WINCH 
PATRIOT 9500 WITH 
SYNTHETIC ROPE 

(Tulsa, Oklahoma) Introducing the new 
Patriot 9500 with synthetic rope as one 
package.  The new package comes with 
our proven and reliable Patriot 9500 
with the revolutionary 100� of 3/8� 
Technora� Synthetic rope.  Ramsey�s 
synthetic rope is light- weight, pliable, 
and easy to handle.  In addition, our 
synthetic rope provides excellent heat 
resistance and comes with an oversized 
½� clevis hook with safety latch. 

Also included in the Patriot 9500 with 
synthetic rope package is an aluminum 
hawse fairlead and either a 12� remote 
control or the patent pending wireless 
remote control. 

To find out more about the new Patriot 
9500 with synthetic rope package, con-
tact Ramsey Customer Service toll free 
at 800-777-2760. 
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There will be a classifieds section in all future 
issues of Scouts Afield.  The deadline is the  
15th.  We need your support in the area.  

For Sale:  1956 3/4 ton Int�l 4X4.  
Not running, but have good 260, 6 cyl. 
Engine to go with it:  $500.00 OBO 
John Vogelsang:  661-245-3250 
For Sale:  68-69 Crawler - 304 Motor 
-  4 Speed - T case - Chevy Full Size ½ 
ton 6 bolt axels.  Need drive shafts. 
$800.00 OBO 
John Vogelsang:  661.245.3250 
For Sale:  79 Scout II � new 345 
motor from Gibbs IH - new spring lift 
tires and wheels - rebuilt brakes.  Over 
$6,000.00 invested, asking $1,800.00 
OBO.  Hammered body and needs auto 
trans rebuilt. 
Franz: 805.649.1632 
Cell: 805.646.0882 
For sale:  79 Traveler 4X4 - good 
paint � interior � tires � wheels � motor 
- and trans.  Needs to be smogged (just 
a couple of hoses?) and back registra-
tion.  $2,000.00 OBO. 

Call Rainer:  661.245.3110 
Wanted:  C-Series Travelall w/345 
engine, automatic.  Will restore. 
Call: Rudy Valles  562-949-1958 
For Sale:  Several used engines and 
transmissions as well as other IH parts.  
Gary Vukich   209-495-9070 
For Sale:  1972 International 24� 
Motor home.  All the parts are there, 
some assembly required.  $750.00 
Call Doug at (661) 245-5731 
For Sale:  Early 50�s, 220 inline 6 
motor.  Complete (less alternate), in-
cluding bell housing, pressure plate, 
clutch and granny 4 speed w/pto on 
side of transmission.  Make offer. 
David R. Pearce, Tulare, CA  
559-688-2826 
For Sale:  Rollbar for Scout 80.  
Nicely welled and padded; fits under 
Traveltop.  Make offer. 
Call George L. Schimpf, Visalia 
(Central), CA  559-733-2068 
For Sale:  1965 Scout 80; Runs 
good; New Suspension; Warren OD, 
$3,000.00 OBO 
Call Nick at 661-245-2302 
For Sale:  Rollbar for Scout 80.  
Nicely welled and padded; fits under 
Traveltop.  Make offer. 
Call George L. Schimpf, Visalia 
(Central), CA  559-733-2068 
For Sale:  1965 Scout 80; Runs 
good; New Suspension; Warren OD, 
$3,000.00 OBO 
Call Nick at 661-245-2302 
For Sale:  1975 Scout II; Good Con-
tidtion, Runs good; A/C,  Front Bucket 
Seats, Pwr Driver Side, $5,500.00OBO 
Call Will at 661-245-3950 

Rubicon Survival Tip k#1 
Stay Warm 

Cary�s E-Ticket Ride 
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The Scouts West main group meets at the Carl�s Jr./Green Burrito, 3240 E. Yorba Linda Blvd., Full-
erton, CA.  The meeting is held the second Thursday of each month at 7:30 p.m. 
 
The San Diego Chapter of Scouts West meets at Giovannies Restaurant, 9353 Clairmont Mesa Blvd., 
Kearny Mesa, CA.  The meeting is held the second Monday of each month at 7:00 p.m. 
 
The Grapevine Chapter of Scouts West meets at Los Pinos Mexican Restaurant, 133 Frazier Moun-
tain Park Rd., right off the 5 Fwy., between  ARCO & Chevron.  The meeting is held the second Sat-
urday of each month at 12:00 noon. 
 
The Central Valley Chapter of Scouts West meets at the Brooks Ranch restaurant located on Ashlan 
Ave just west of Hwy 99.  The meeting is held the first Saturday of each month at 10 am. 
 
The Silicon Valley Chapter of Scouts West meets on Wednesdays --mid-month-- at 7:30pm Locations 
will vary each month.  Meeting schedule is:  August 11, September 15, October 13, November 17, and 
December 15 is tentative 

 

FIRST CLASS MAIL 

Membership renewals are due in August 

Scouts West  
471 E. Tahquitz Canyon Way 
Suite 215 
Palm Springs, CA 92262-6630 


